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REMARKS 

Claims 1 - 13 are in this application and are presented for reconsideration. By this 
Amendment, Applicant has amended claims 1 - 7 and 9 and added new claims 12 and 13. In 
addition, Applicant has made a minor change to the specification to address issues raised in the 
Office Action. It is Applicant's position that all issues have now been addressed by this 
Amendment and the application is in condition for allowance. 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for the careful reading of the application and for 
providing suggestions. Applicant also thanks the Examiner for indicating allowable subject 
matter. 

By this Amendment, Applicant has revised claims to highlight the important differences 
between the invention and the prior art as a whole. Although it should have been appreciated 
in the original claims that the male connector terminal holds the plurality of wires radially at a 
space away from the collar journal which also holds the plurality of wires radially as well. To 
emphasize this difference, Applicant has emphasized the fact that the element male connector 
terminal radially secures the plurality of wires and the collar journal also radially secures the 
plurality of wires at a distance away from the male connector terminal. Applicant respectfully 
further makes assertions for overcoming the objections and rejection of the outstanding Office 
Action dated October 5, 2004 in the following paragraphs. 

SPECIFICATION 

Affect has been objected to for usage of legal phraseology used in patent claims such 
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as "means" and "comprising". In response, Applicant herein encloses a separate page of 
substitute abstract which avoids such legal phraseology. 

Office Action also objects to the specification for not clearly redefining the term, 
"solenoidaT. In response, Applicant has amended the specification to further clarify the 
meaning of the "solenoidaT as used in the present application by providing an explanative 
phrase of the "solenoidaT as used by the lexicographer (Applicant) in claims 2 - 6. 



DRAWINGS 

The drawings have been objected to under 37 CKR § 1.83(a) for failing to show the 
feature of the screw collar (4) having a plurality of via holes in claim 5 (lines 1-2). In 
response, Applicant has amended claim 5 to clarify the subject matter of the Applicant's 
invention. 



CLAIM ORTFrTTOTVR 

Claims 2 - 6 have been have been objected to because the term "solenoidaT has been 
used while the specification does not redefine the term. Applicant notes that this issue has been 
addressed as stated above by amending the specification. 

Claim 2 has been objected to for reciting in line 7, "an inner threaded sealed sleeve" 
whichthe Office Action states is conmsing with the "a sealed sleeve" of claim 1. This issue has 
been clarified by amending claim 2. 

Claim 2 has been objected to for reciting in lines 7 - 8 that the sleeve "sleeves over and 
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engages said collar journal with screw threads", although the sleeve engages with the rear end 
of the male connector. This issue has been amended in claim 2. 

Claim 3 has been objected to for not having a proper antecedent basis for "its front 
end". "Its" has been changed to "a". 

Claim 3 has also been objected to for including "a collar journal 7 ' which has been 
introduced previously. This has been changed to "the collar journal". 

Claim 3 has been objected to in line 7 because "an internally threaded sealed sleeve" is 
confusing with "a scaled envelope" of claim 1 . This element of claim 3 has been clarified by the 
Amendment, 

Claim 3 has been objected to in lines 7 - S for stating that the sleeve "is sleeved over said 
collar journal and mutually screw combined", although the sleeve screw combines only with the 
rear end of the female connector according to the Office Action. This issue has been addressed 
by the amendment of claim 3. 

Claim 5 has been objected to for having the screw collar include "a plurality of via 
holes". This feature of the present invention as claimed has been clarified by the Amendment 
of claim 5. 

Claim 6 has been objected to for stating in lines 1-2, "said front end solenoidal 
member" which lacks antecedent basis according to the Office Action, This issue has been 
addressed in claim 6. 

Claim 6 has been objected to for depending on claim 1 and including the receiving cavity 
which has been discussed in claim 2. In response, Applicant has changed the dependency of 
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claim 6, 

Claim 6 has been objected to for using the word "terminal" in line 2 of the claim. 
Applicant notes that the male connector tenninal is the correct element and not the male 
connector because the male connector terminal is the part that has an inner detention groove 
and a detention surface. 

Claim 7 has been objected to for using "the camping and" in lines 1 - 2 because the "the 
camping and" lacks antecedent basis. This issue has been rectified by the amendment of claim 
7. 

Claim 7 has been objected to for using the word tenninal" . Applicant hereby notes that 
the usage of the female connector terminal is appropriate in this claim as it is the female 
connector tenninal and not the female connector which has the inner detention groove and a 
detention surface in this embodiment. 

Claim 7 has been objected to for depending on claim 1 and including the "receiving 
cavity" which is in claim 3. This issue has been addressed by the Amendment of claim 7. 

Claim 9 has been objected to for using "said clamping tenninal". The Office Action 
suggested changing it to "said terminal block". Applicant has reviewed the claim 9 and made 
Clarification that the "clamping" has been amended to "female connector". 

Claim 9 has been objected to for not specifying which terminal block is meant by the 
terminal block of line 3. The Office Action suggests "male" be inserted prior to "terminal". 
Applicant thanks the Examiner for the helpful suggestions. Applicant has addressed the issues 
aligned above. 
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CLAIM REJECTIONS - 35 USD ^ 1 07 

Claims 1, 3, and 4 have been rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Burton et al. (U. S. Patent No. 3,029,407, "Burton '407", hereinafter). 

The Burton '407 discloses electrical connectors having an elastic mounting member 
adapted to receive current-continuing means in pop-in assembly therewith. Specifically, Burton 
'407 discloses a housing with an internal annular shoulder, a prestressed biasing means 
bottomed on said shorter and irritably deformabie in axial direction, a rigid cylindrical member 
having a plurality of spaced apart counter board axial passages extending there through and 
having shoulder portions at its outer periphery engaged against said biasing means, an elastic 
cylindrical member axially adjacent said rigid cylindrical member and having a corresponding 
plurality of spaced apart axial passages extending there through, a corresponding plurality of 
current-continuing members inserted axially through said passages in pop-in assembly, each said 
passage and each said member having complementary projections and recesses formed therein 
relatively deformabie temporarily with respect to one anotheruponaxtal insertion and restorable 
to effect pop-in retention, said elastic cylindrical member having an annular peripheral surface 
engaging an adjourning surface of said housing, said surface having a circumferentially 
extending radially projecting integral bead made of the same elastic material and being 
elasucally deformabie into the body of said elasticmember upon insertion of said elastic member 
into said housing to improve the seal there between, said elastic member having a medical radial 
shoulder, a thin rigid tubular member closely surrounding and confining said elastic member and 
extending axially from said shoulder towards one end of said elastic member, said tubular 
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member having an enlarged and flange engaging said shoulder, and a gland nut surrounding said 
tubular member threaded on said housing and engaging said and flange, thereby to compress 
said elastic member axially against said rigid cylindrical member to defbnnably displace said 
elastic member against said housing and said rigid member and into the counter board axial 
passages to improve the seal there between. 

In support of the contention that this prior art reads over the present invention as 
claimed, the Office Action equates male connector terminal with element 50 of Fig. 3, 

Fig. 3 shows element 50 as a housing member having a cylindrical chamber 57 in which 
the contact portions 42 of the male current-continuing members 29 are adapted to be positioned 
(see columns 4, lines 21 -24). This housing member 50 is a cylindrical chamber and does not 
secure the plurality of wires. 

The present invention as claimed and clarified includes a male connector terminal which 
radially secures the plurality of wires and also includes a collar journal radially securing the 
same plurality of wires at a distance away from the male connector terminal . This is further 
illustrated by Fig* 7 of the application which shows the male connector terminal 21 in a cross- 
sectional view with its portion extending from the top portion all the way to the bottom portion 
and includes the portions around the plurality of wires. It is obvious to a person with ordinary 
skill in the art that this improved feature provides more stability to the plurality of wires and 
simplifies the manufacturing process as well. The male connector terminal securing of the 
plurality of wires in addition to the collar journal securing of the same wires at a distance away 
from the male connector terminal provides an improvement which is not anticipated nor 
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suggested by the prior art reference, Burton '407. 

To emphasize the crucial difference of the present invention as claimed, claim 1 has been 
amended to include the phrase, "radially securing said plurality ofwires" with the collar journal 
also "radially securing said plurality ofwires at a distance away from said mirror connector 
terminal". Since claims 3 and 4 depend on the independent claim 1 and include the combination 
of features of claim 1, it is Applicant's position that claims 3 and 4 also read over the prior art 
reference of Burton '407. 

Further, Burton '407 not only fails to disclose but also fails to suggest the present 
invention as claimed. According to the Burton '407 reference, if the equivalent of the collar 
journal is the element 1 1 and it radially secured the plurality ofwires at a distance away from 
the connector terminal, it would be virtually impossible to insert the wires through the back 
since the wires of Burton '407 reference include a thicker portion of element 36 and 40 as 
shown in Figure 4. Because there is no incentive in the Burton '407 which would lead a person 
to the structural feature of the collar journal as provided in the present invention as claimed, 
claim 1, therefore cannot be anticipated or obvious in view of Burton '407 reference. 

CLAIM REJECTIONS - 35 USC S 103 
Claims 2 and 5 have been rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatenable over 
Burton '407. The Office Action states that the Burton '407 discloses the combined features of 
claim 2 except that Burton discloses the front-end solenoidal (threaded) member on the female 
connector instead of the male connector (and the screw collar on the male connector instead 

15 

PAGE 16/20 * RCVD AT 1/512005 3:33:59 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ■ SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 ' DNiS:8729306* CSID:1914941585S * DURATION (mm-ss):0440 



01/05/2005 16:42 19149415855 
* 



MCGLEW AND TUTTLE PC 



PAGE 17 



of the female connector). The Office Action also suggests that it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to design the front-end of the solenoidal (threaded) member on 
the male connector instead of the female connector. 

It is Applicants position that claim 2 is not obvious in view of the Burton '407 
reference. The present invention as claimed provides for a combination of features not taught 
by the prior art as a whole including the Burton *407 reference. Specifically, there is an 
important distinction for the present invention as claimed from the Burton *407 reference. 

As noted above, the Burton '407 reference fails to disclose a collar journal which holds 
the plurality of wires at a distance away from the front-end. Having secured the plurality of 
wires at the rear-end provides for an improved conjoining of the wires with the via holes in the 
present invention as claimed. In addition, the securing of the wires at the rear-end provides for 
an easier installation and detachment at the front end by stabilizing the plurality of wires 
according to the present invention as claimed. The above two advantages are each due to the 
combination of features as claimed. The advantages to not be obtained from the prior art 
reference of Burton '407, As the prior art reference does not recognize the problems of 
securing the plurality of wires and providing a easier attachment and detachment, the prior art 
reference directs the skilled artisan in a different direction toward a much simpler design, 

Accordingto the Office Action, claim 5 has been rejected because Burton '^discloses 
the screw collar on the male connector instead of the female connector, but it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to design or form the screw collar on the female 
connector instead of the male connector to retain the electrical connection. Applicant notes that 
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the retaining of the electrical connection on the male connector in combination with the 
retaining by the collar journal at the end provides for a combined retaining function which is not 
disclosed nor suggested by the prior art reference of Burton '407. As mentioned previously, 
securing the plurality of wires by the male connector at both the front-end and at the rear-end 
provides for a much improved functionality. 

Also, there must be some suggestion or teaching in the prior art as a whole which would 
lead the person of ordinary skill in the art to provide the combination as claimed. As the prior 
art as a whole fails to direct the person of ordinary skill in the art toward the claimed 
combination, the invention should be considered not anticipated, non-obvious, and thus 
patentable. 

As the prior art reference of Burton '407 fails to anticipate and fails to suggest the 
combination of features as claimed, Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner reconsider 
the rejection in view of the amended claims and in view of the discussion above. 

It is Applicant's position that all claims should be allowable in view of the discussion 
above. Should the Examiner determine that issues remain that have not been resolved by this 
response, the Examiner is requested to contact Applicant's representative at the number listed 
below. 
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Favorable action is requested. 



Respectfully submitted 
for Applicant, 



By 
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DATED: January 5, 2005 

SCARBOROUGH STATION 
SCARBOROUGH, NEW YORK 10510-0827 
(914) 941-5600 

SHOULD ANY OTHERFEEBEREQUTRED, THEPATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
IS HEREBY REQUESTED TO CHARGE SUCH FEE TO OUR DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 1 3- 
0410. 
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